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PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS POLICY

At St Giles & St John Preschool we believe that we can best meet the needs of individual children by working closely with parents/carers. We aim to develop partnerships between parents/carers and staff which are based on mutual trust and respect, and which promote the sharing of information and knowledge for the benefit of the children in our care. We help to foster this culture and build strong preschool / parent links by
· Sharing information before the child starts
· A settling in period
· A key-person system
· Regular communication about the child’s day
· Regular opportunities to discuss a child’s progress
· A Parent’s board containing relevant and timely information
· Opportunities for parents to contribute their own knowledge and skills
· Termly newsletters
Before your child starts
We encourage all parents to attend the preschool for a play and stay in the Summer term. Our application form requests basic information concerning the child and parents, medical, dietary and religious / cultural information. 
Key person system
Each child has a key person. This is a specific adult who has responsibility for your child’s well -being at preschool. They will be the first point of contact for parents and will keep, maintain and share information about your child.
Settling in
When the child and parents come for their introductory visit, they are introduced to their child’s key person and co-key person and encouraged to join in. Supplementary information is gathered, for example information on siblings, pets, experiences, and preferences. This is also an opportunity to share more information regarding the day-to-day operation i.e. the planning and routine. We usually ask parents stay on the first day and then over next few sessions, suggest the parent leaves for a short period, say 20 – 30 minutes. However, all children are unique and may settle straight away. 

See Role of the Key person and settling in policy for full information
During each day
The key persons are always available at the start and end of each session to share and exchange news with parents and carers. 
After your 6 weeks
After a short settling in period (usually about 6 weeks), the key person will arrange a time to discuss with the parents how their child is getting on and to share any relevant information. These discussions are quite informal.

Each Term
We hold regular meetings with parents to discuss how their child is developing, and to jointly agree appropriate next steps. We are also available to talk with parents at other, mutually convenient, times where all involved can discuss any concerns, update records, share news etc. 
Recording your child's learning
Preschool will keep and maintain records that record your child's learning and development whilst they are at preschool. We welcome parental input to these records and plans for the next steps in a child's learning. Interests and feedback from home, help to ensure continuity for a child, and help us to provide a more appropriate experience. Records are only shared with parents; permission will be sought before records are made available to other agencies if deemed appropriate.
Parent’s Notice Board
The preschool has a parents’ notice board displaying notices and posters to share information with parents and carers. Display boards will supplement this, providing examples of work, photographs and our experiences.
Newsletters and bulletins

Newsletters are sent home or emailed on a regular basis to keep parents informed of the current topic, special events 
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